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Introduction

Academics have a unique role in countering fascism by leveraging
research, education, public engagement, and institutional advocacy.
In the era of Trump and the MAGA movement, academics face inten-
sified challenges in countering fascist and authoritarian tendencies.

Call Out Authoritarianism Clearly

Use historical and political analysis to expose fascist tactics such as
scapegoating, disinformation, and attacks on democratic institutions.
Avoid false equivalence; be explicit about the dangers of authori-
tarianism and white nationalism. Publish public-facing scholarship,
including op-eds, blogs, and books, that directly challenges MAGA
ideology.

Protect Academic Freedom

Defend universities from political attacks designed to silence critical
perspectives on history, race, and democracy, such as anti-CRT laws.
Push back against deplatforming efforts that seek to ban discussions
on systemic oppression, LGBTQ+ rights, or fascism. Support scholars
and students targeted by right-wing harassment.

Mobilize Education Against Disinformation

Integrate media literacy and propaganda analysis into courses. Teach
students how to recognize and challenge misinformation spread by
MAGA-aligned networks. Publicly debunk right-wing conspiracy
theories like the "Great Replacement" and election fraud lies.

Bridge the Gap Between Academia and Activism

Work with grassroots movements to support democratic engage-
ment, racial justice, and labor rights. Participate in public forums,
protests, and advocacy efforts to combat creeping authoritarianism.
Collaborate with journalists and fact-checkers to amplify factual,
research-backed narratives.
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Defend Democratic Norms & Institutions

Advocate for voting rights, fair elections, and accountability for polit-
ical violence, such as the January 6 insurrection. Use historical com-
parisons, such as 1930s fascist movements, to warn about the dangers
of Trumpism. Support policies that combat far-right radicalization,
such as regulating online extremist networks.

Create & Support Alternative Narratives

Challenge MAGA’s nostalgic myth-making with a more accurate,
inclusive history of America. Highlight progressive patriotism—one
that embraces democracy, civil rights, and pluralism rather than
exclusion and white nationalism. Promote visions of a just future that
counter the despair and fear fueling far-right movements.

Traditionally Effective ways Academics Contribute

1. Research & Scholarship

• Expose fascist ideologies by studying their historical roots,
tactics, and consequences.

• Debunk misinformation with fact-based research on national-
ism, authoritarianism, and propaganda.

• Analyze contemporary threats by tracking the rise of far-right
movements and their societal impact.

2. Teaching & Curriculum Development

• Incorporate anti-fascist history into syllabi, emphasizing the
dangers of totalitarianism.

• Foster critical thinking to help students recognize and resist
manipulative rhetoric.

• Discuss real-world case studies showing how fascism operates
in different contexts.

3. Public Engagement & Advocacy

• Write for the public through op-eds, blogs, and accessible books
to educate beyond academia.

• Host public lectures & debates to promote open discourse
against extremist narratives.

• Support journalists & fact-checkers by providing historical and
political context.

4. Institutional Action & Solidarity
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• Defend academic freedom against political attacks that suppress
dissenting voices.

• Strengthen diverse & inclusive spaces to counteract exclusion-
ary ideologies.

• Support students & colleagues facing threats or intimidation
from far-right groups.

5. Community & Grassroots Involvement

• Collaborate with activists & educators to bridge academic
knowledge with grassroots efforts.

• Engage in policy discussions to inform laws that prevent hate
groups from gaining influence.

• Promote digital literacy to counter online radicalization and
disinformation.

Specific books, scholars, or organizations working to counter authoritar-
ianism

Academics play a crucial role in countering the rise of fascism and
authoritarian movements like Trumpism and MAGA. This paper
explores research-backed strategies, including education, misinfor-
mation counteraction, activism, institutional resistance, and digital
radicalization prevention.

Educational Strategies

Education is a key tool in resisting authoritarianism. Stanley (2018)
outlines how fascist rhetoric spreads and how public discourse can
combat it. Similarly, Ben-Ghiat (2020) examines historical lessons
from authoritarian regimes and their implications today.

Combating Misinformation and Propaganda

Misinformation fuels authoritarian movements. Lewandowsky et al.
(2017) explore methods to counter "post-truth" narratives, while Ben-
kler et al. (2018) analyze media ecosystems and their role in spread-
ing disinformation. The backfire effect in political misperceptions is
also addressed by Nyhan and Reifler (2010).

Activism and Public Mobilization

Nonviolent resistance has proven effective in countering authoritar-
ianism. Chenoweth and Stephan (2011) provide empirical evidence
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that civil resistance is more successful than violent opposition. Grass-
roots organizing principles, as studied by Skocpol and Williamson
(2016), offer insights into countering MAGA-style movements.

Institutional Resistance and Policy Interventions

Democratic institutions must be fortified to resist authoritarianism.
Levitsky and Ziblatt (2018) outline the warning signs of democratic
erosion, while Mounk (2018) discuss structural reforms to protect
democracy.

Digital Radicalization and Counter-Strategies

Social media platforms contribute to radicalization. Davey and Ebner
(2019) study the mainstreaming of extremist ideologies, while Bail
(2021) suggests ways to reduce polarization on digital platforms.
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